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Messrs. CLINE, BUCK, FERGUSON, 
MEADOWS, DUNCAN, and BURCHETT 
changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to 
‘‘nay.’’ 

Messrs. OLSON, WRIGHT, and YOHO 
changed their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to 
‘‘yea.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to prioritize the ef-
forts of and enhance coordination 
among United States agencies to en-
courage countries in Europe and Eur-
asia to diversify their energy sources 
and supply routes, increase energy se-
curity in the region, and help the 
United States reach its global energy 
security goals, and for other pur-
poses.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Ms. FINKENAUER. Mr. Speaker, as a result 

of a cancelled flight and circumstances out of 
my control, I was unable to cast a vote on 
March 25, 2019 on a bill under suspension of 
the rules. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 1616. 

f 

MEDICAID SERVICES INVESTMENT 
AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2019 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on sus-
pending the rules and passing the bill 
(H.R. 1839) to amend title XIX to ex-
tend protection for Medicaid recipients 
of home and community-based services 
against spousal impoverishment, estab-
lish a State Medicaid option to provide 
coordinated care to children with com-
plex medical conditions through health 
homes, prevent the misclassification of 
drugs for purposes of the Medicaid drug 
rebate program, and for other purposes, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
RUIZ) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 7, PAYCHECK FAIRNESS 
ACT, AND PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H. RES. 124, OP-
POSING BAN ON TRANSGENDER 
MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES 

Mrs. TORRES of California, from the 
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 116–19) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 252) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 7) to 
amend the Fair Labor Standards Act of 
1938 to provide more effective remedies 
to victims of discrimination in the 
payment of wages on the basis of sex, 
and for other purposes, and providing 
for consideration of the resolution (H. 
Res. 124) expressing opposition to ban-
ning service in the Armed Forces by 
openly transgender individuals. 

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 962, 
BORN-ALIVE ABORTION SUR-
VIVORS PROTECTION ACT 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
the Judiciary be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 962, the 
Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protec-
tion Act, and ask for its immediate 
consideration in the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CASTEN of Illinois). Under guidelines 
consistently issued by successive 
Speakers, as recorded in section 956 of 
the House Rules and Manual, the Chair 
is constrained not to entertain the re-
quest unless it has been cleared by the 
bipartisan floor and committee leader-
ships. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, if this 
unanimous consent request cannot be 
entertained, I urge the Speaker and the 
Majority Leader to immediately sched-
ule the Born-Alive bill so we can stand 
up and protect the sanctity of human 
life, and I would ask all of us to join in 
that request. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has not been recognized for de-
bate. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on additional motions to suspend 
the rules on which a recorded vote or 
the yeas and nays are ordered, or votes 
objected to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

RUSSIAN-VENEZUELAN THREAT 
MITIGATION ACT 

Mr. MALINOWSKI. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1477) to require a threat as-
sessment and strategy to counter Rus-
sian influence in Venezuela, an assess-
ment of foreign acquisition of CITGO 
assets in the United States, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1477 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Russian- 
Venezuelan Threat Mitigation Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The Russian Federation’s increased 

presence in the Western Hemisphere is of 
concern to the United States and our allies 
in the region. 

(2) In December 2018, the Russian Federa-
tion sent two Tu–160 nuclear-capable bomb-
ers to Venezuela for joint exercises with the 
Venezuelan military. The Tu–160 can carry 
conventional or nuclear-tipped cruise mis-
siles with an estimated maximum range of 
around 3,000 miles. 

(3) Russian and Venezuelan forces took 
part in a joint 10-hour exercise across the 
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Caribbean in December 2018 with the Tu–160 
nuclear-capable bombers. 

(4) Nicolas Maduro and his regime have 
turned to the Russian Federation, one of its 
strongest political allies, for financial sup-
port during its current economic crisis and 
to counter international support for Juan 
Guaido. 

(5) In January 2018, Russia sent contractors 
linked to the Wagner Group to provide secu-
rity for Nicolas Maduro. 

(6) Nicolas Maduro secured loans from the 
Russian Federation to be repaid through fu-
ture oil exports, but fell behind on those pay-
ments in 2017. News reports in December 2018 
suggest that Russian State oil company 
Rosneft has lent Venezuelan state oil com-
pany Petroleos de Venezuela (PdVSA) $6.5 
billion partly as prepayment for crude oil, 
$3.1 billion of which remained outstanding as 
of the end of September 2018. 

(7) In 2016, PdVSA secured a $1.5 billion 
loan from Rosneft, and PdVSA used 49.9 per-
cent of its shares in United States-based and 
Venezuelan-owned company CITGO as collat-
eral. A Venezuelan default could lead to po-
tential Russian ownership of United States 
energy infrastructure. 

(8) At the conclusion of a 3-day visit to 
Moscow in December 2018, Maduro an-
nounced $6 billion worth of Russian invest-
ment pledges focused on the oil and mining 
sectors as well as the export of 600,000 tons of 
Russian wheat to Venezuela to cover its 2019 
needs. 
SEC. 3. THREAT ASSESSMENT AND STRATEGY TO 

COUNTER RUSSIAN INFLUENCE IN 
VENEZUELA. 

(a) THREAT ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 
120 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary of State shall submit 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
an assessment on Russian-Venezuelan secu-
rity cooperation and the potential threat 
such cooperation poses to the United States 
and countries in the Western Hemisphere. 

(b) STRATEGY.—Not later than 30 days after 
the submission of the threat assessment re-
quired under subsection (a), the Secretary of 
State shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a strategy to counter 
threats identified in such assessment from 
Russian-Venezuelan cooperation. 

(c) FORM.—The threat assessment required 
under subsection (a) shall be submitted in 
unclassified form but may include a classi-
fied annex. 

(d) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 
SEC. 4. ASSESSMENT OF FOREIGN ACQUISITION 

OF CITGO ASSETS IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the President shall transmit to the appro-
priate congressional committees an assess-
ment of the national security risks posed by 
potential Russian acquisition of CITGO’s 
United States energy infrastructure hold-
ings. 

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
the Committee on Appropriations, and the 
Committee on Financial Services of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, the Committee on Ap-
propriations, and the Committee on Banking 
of the Senate and the Committee on Finan-
cial Services of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Banking of the Sen-
ate. 
SEC. 5. ALIENS INELIGIBLE FOR VISAS, ADMIS-

SION, OR PAROLE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—An alien who the Sec-

retary of State or the Secretary of Homeland 

Security (or a designee of one of such Secre-
taries) knows, or has reason to believe, is an 
alien who is acting or has acted on behalf of 
the Russian Government in direct support of 
the Venezuelan security forces is— 

(1) inadmissible to the United States; 
(2) ineligible to receive a visa or other doc-

umentation to enter the United States; and 
(3) otherwise ineligible to be admitted or 

paroled into the United States or to receive 
any other benefit under the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.). 

(b) CURRENT VISAS REVOKED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The issuing consular offi-

cer, the Secretary of State, or the Secretary 
of Homeland Security (or a designee of one of 
such Secretaries) shall, in accordance with 
section 221(i) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1201(i)), revoke any visa or 
other entry documentation issued to an alien 
described in subsection (a) regardless of 
when the visa or other entry documentation 
is issued. 

(2) EFFECT OF REVOCATION.—A revocation 
under paragraph (1) shall— 

(A) take effect immediately; and 
(B) automatically cancel any other valid 

visa or entry documentation that is in the 
alien’s possession. 

(c) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH UNITED NA-
TIONS HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT OR FOR NA-
TIONAL SECURITY REASONS.— 

(1) INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS.—This sec-
tion shall not apply to an alien if admitting 
the alien into the United States is necessary 
to permit the United States to comply 
with— 

(A) the Agreement regarding the Head-
quarters of the United Nations, signed at 
Lake Success June 26, 1947, and entered into 
force November 21, 1947, between the United 
Nations and the United States; or 

(B) other applicable international obliga-
tions of the United States. 

(2) NATIONAL SECURITY.—The President 
may waive the application of this section to 
an alien if the President— 

(A) determines that such a waiver is in the 
national interest of the United States; and 

(B) transmits to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Foreign Relations a notice 
of and justification for such waiver. 

(d) TERMINATION.—This section shall termi-
nate on the earlier of— 

(1) the date that is one year after the date 
of the enactment of this Act; or 

(2) the date on which the President cer-
tifies to the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate 
that the Government of Venezuela has re-
turned to a democratic form of government 
with respect for the essential elements of 
representative democracy as set forth in Ar-
ticle 3 of the Inter-American Democratic 
Charter. 

(e) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘‘Venezuelan security forces’’ includes 
the following: 

(1) The Bolivarian National Armed Forces, 
including the Bolivarian National Guard. 

(2) The Bolivarian National Intelligence 
Service. 

(3) The Bolivarian National Police. 
(4) The Bureau for Scientific, Criminal and 

Forensic Investigations of the Ministry of 
Interior, Justice, and Peace. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. MALINOWSKI) and the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. ROONEY) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MALINOWSKI. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask that all Members have 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
materials on H.R. 1477, the Russian- 
Venezuelan Threat Mitigation Act, as 
amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MALINOWSKI. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1477. 

I thank Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ for 
authoring this bipartisan bill, and I am 
proud to bring it to the floor. I appre-
ciate the Congresswoman’s tireless 
leadership on Venezuela day in and day 
out, particularly at such a difficult mo-
ment for that country. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ has the 
largest Venezuelan American constitu-
ency in the country and works nonstop 
on behalf of her constituents in sup-
porting the Venezuelan people. 

Russia’s unwavering commitment to 
Nicolas Maduro should not come as a 
surprise to any of us. This is part of 
Putin’s larger aspirations for global 
reach and influence and Putin knows 
the importance of having a loyal Rus-
sian ally in South America. 

In recent years, Russia has increased 
its support for the Venezuelan security 
forces. Just a few months ago, Russia 
sent two nuclear capable bombers to 
Venezuela for a training exercise. 

Just yesterday, two Russian military 
aircraft landed near Caracas reportedly 
carrying 100 Russian troops. 

This legislation responds to the in-
creasing security relationship between 
the Maduro regime and the Kremlin. 
Specifically, it requires the State De-
partment to provide a threat assess-
ment of Russian influence in Venezuela 
and its impact on the United States 
and our allies in the region and a strat-
egy for the United States to counter 
this threat. It also requires the Presi-
dent to monitor the risk of any foreign 
acquisition of CITGO assets in the 
United States. 

Finally, it puts into place visa bans 
on individuals working on behalf of the 
Russian Government in direct support 
of the Venezuelan security forces. In 
short, this legislation takes a crucial 
step in restricting Maduro’s access to 
financial, political, and military sup-
port from Vladimir Putin. 

Congress must pass this legislation 
to continue to squeeze Nicolas Maduro 
and his repressive regime. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC, March 14, 2019. 
Hon. JERROLD NADLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing to you 
concerning H.R. 1477, Russian-Venezuelan 
Threat Mitigation Act. 
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I appreciate your willingness to work coop-

eratively on this legislation. I recognize that 
the bill contains provisions that fall within 
the jurisdiction of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. I acknowledge that the Committee 
will not seek a referral of or formally con-
sider H.R. 1477 and agree that the inaction of 
your Committee with respect to the bill does 
not waive any future jurisdictional claim 
over the matters contained in H.R. 1477 
which fall within your Committee’s Rule X 
jurisdiction. 

I will ensure that our exchange of letters is 
included in the Congressional Record during 
floor consideration of the bill. I appreciate 
your cooperation regarding this legislation 
and look forward to continuing to work with 
you as this measure moves through the legis-
lative process. 

Sincerely, 
ELIOT L. ENGEL, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 

Washington, DC, March 20, 2019. 
Hon. ELIOT L. ENGEL, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: This is to advise you 
that the Committee on the Judiciary has 
now had an opportunity to review the provi-
sions in H.R. 1477, the ‘‘Russian-Venezuelan 
Threat Mitigation Act of 2019,’’ that fall 
within our Rule X jurisdiction. I appreciate 
your consulting with us on those provisions. 
The Judiciary Committee has no objection 
to your including them in the bill for consid-
eration on the House floor, and to expedite 
that consideration is willing to waive se-
quential referral, with the understanding 
that we do not thereby waive any future ju-
risdictional claim over those provisions or 
their subject matters. 

In the event a House-Senate conference on 
this or similar legislation is convened, the 
Judiciary Committee reserves the right to 
request an appropriate number of conferees 
to address any concerns with these or simi-
lar provisions that may arise in conference. 

Please place this letter into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the 
measure on the House floor. Thank you for 
the cooperative spirit in which you have 
worked regarding this matter and others be-
tween our committees. 

Sincerely, 
JERROLD NADLER, 

Chairman. 

Mr. ROONEY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of the Russian-Venezuelan Threat Miti-
gation Act introduced by our col-
leagues from Florida, Congresswoman 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ and Congressman 
DIAZ-BALART. I also want to thank 
Congressman MALINOWSKI for his lead-
ership in bringing this to the floor 
right now. 

I am also deeply concerned about 
Russia’s continued support for the So-
cialist and criminal dictatorship of 
Nicolas Maduro and the threat that 
this relationship poses to the national 
security of the United States and the 
rest of the countries in the Western 
Hemisphere. 

Russia has invested over $16 billion 
in Venezuela and has provided billions 
in military equipment to that mur-
derous regime. 

In December of last year Russia sent 
two nuclear-capable bombers to con-

duct joint exercises with the Ven-
ezuelan military. In January of this 
year, he sent mercenaries to help pro-
tect Maduro—this is Mr. Putin doing 
that. Just this last weekend, as Con-
gressman MALINOWSKI referred to, we 
saw a report of about 100 additional 
Russian troops landing in Venezuela. 

Russia continues to finance the re-
gime through billions of dollars in in-
vestments and is directly aiding the 
Maduro regime’s efforts to bypass U.S. 
sanctions. There is also a great concern 
over the potential acquisition of a 
U.S.-based oil company, CITGO, which 
has refineries in Corpus Christi and 
Lake Charles by the Russian oil com-
pany, Rosneft, which has a collateral 
position of about half of its equity. 

The bill requires that the State De-
partment provide Congress with an as-
sessment of the threat that the Russia- 
Venezuela relationship poses to U.S. 
national security and a strategy to 
combat that threat. 

The bill also requires the specific as-
sessment of the threat posed by a po-
tential acquisition of the oil infra-
structure I referred to, CITGO, by their 
debtor, Russian state oil company 
Rosneft. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill, and 
I urge all of our colleagues to join us in 
standing against Russia’s continued 
support for the Maduro regime and the 
threat it poses to U.S. national secu-
rity. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 

b 1915 

Mr. MALINOWSKI. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 5 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ), the author of this bill. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from 
New Jersey for yielding and for his 
leadership on the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee. His expertise, having been 
elected to Congress in November, is 
welcomed. 

It is really wonderful to be able to 
join him on the floor of the House of 
Representatives to make sure that we 
continue to voice our support for de-
mocracy to be restored in Venezuela 
and mitigate the threat that Maduro’s 
regime poses to all of us in the Western 
Hemisphere. 

I also extend my thanks to Mr. 
ENGEL, the chairman of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, and Mr. MCCAUL, the 
ranking member, both of whom have 
really come together with the bills 
that were adopted earlier, and with 
this one, to make sure that it is dem-
onstrated very clearly that there is no 
daylight in the United States when it 
comes to the issue of making sure that 
we can restore democracy to Ven-
ezuela. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of Venezuela 
are suffering right now under the rule 
of a brutal despot, Nicolas Maduro. The 
widespread starvation, economic devas-
tation, and public health crisis he has 
inflicted on his own people has been ab-
solutely heartbreaking to witness. I 

saw this tragedy up close when my col-
league, Representative DONNA 
SHALALA, and I traveled to the Colom-
bian-Venezuelan border earlier this 
month. 

The stories we heard and what we 
saw was gut-wrenching: easily avoid-
able medical tragedies; blockaded hu-
manitarian aid; and because of a lack 
of access to vaccines, the rampant 
spread of disease cured long ago. We 
witnessed these tragic realities first-
hand. 

I also hear these horrific experiences 
from my own friends and neighbors 
when I return to my hometown of Wes-
ton, affectionately known in south 
Florida and around the world, quite 
frankly, as Westonzuela. 

It is no surprise that this cruel re-
gime has very few friends. Not surpris-
ingly, one of them is the Kremlin. That 
is why the Russia-Venezuelan Threat 
Mitigation Act is so urgently needed. 
This bill would require the State De-
partment to provide a crucial threat 
assessment of Russia’s influence in 
Venezuela. 

Just this weekend, we saw media re-
ports that more Russian military offi-
cials continue to arrive in Venezuela. 
According to the latest reports, planes 
brought in Russian cargo, advisers, and 
officials to train the same Venezuelan 
military apparatus that is keeping 
Maduro in power. This is just the latest 
attempt in a long-running push by 
Vladimir Putin to prop up this brutal 
autocrat. 

In December, the Russian Federation 
sent two Tu-160 nuclear-capable bomb-
ers to Venezuela for joint exercises. 
The Tu-160 can carry conventional or 
nuclear-tipped cruise missiles with an 
estimated maximum range of around 
3,000 miles. That same month, Russian 
and Venezuelan forces took part in a 
joint 10-hour exercise across the Carib-
bean with these Tu-160 nuclear-capable 
bombers. 

This menacing Kremlin influence 
creates not only a hurdle to restoring a 
functioning, legitimate democracy to 
the people of Venezuela, but it also 
poses an imminent military threat to 
the entire Western Hemisphere. We not 
only need a detailed assessment of 
what kind of threat this poses but a 
strategy for dealing with it. Under this 
bill, the State Department would be re-
quired to deliver both essential diplo-
matic tools to Congress. 

Our goal, regardless of party, is to 
allow for the peaceful transition to 
Venezuela’s rightful leader, interim 
President Juan Guaido, and for the 
peaceful execution of free and fair elec-
tions. That will not happen soon 
enough, so long as Putin troops are 
helping prop up Maduro’s bloody re-
gime. 

Another invaluable crutch the Krem-
lin has handed Maduro is pipelined 
through the embattled nation’s oil sup-
ply. As his people suffer and protest all 
around him, Maduro survives inside an 
oil-soaked cocoon that the Russian 
Federation provides to his regime. 
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Maduro secures these lifeline loans 

by promising to repay the Russians 
with future oil exports. But amid Ven-
ezuela’s economic crisis, Maduro, not 
surprisingly, fell behind on those pay-
ments, reports indicate, beginning in 
2017. News reports suggest that the 
Russian state oil company Rosneft lent 
the Venezuelan state oil company bil-
lions of dollars, partly as a prepayment 
for its crude oil. 

Those oily tentacles are another rea-
son why the Russia-Venezuelan Threat 
Mitigation Act is so vital. This bill 
would also require the President to 
give Congress an assessment of the se-
curity risks posed by any potential 
Russian acquisition of the U.S. energy 
infrastructure holdings of CITGO, 
which is owned by Venezuela. By moni-
toring the CITGO acquisition risks, we 
monitor one of Maduro’s vital veins of 
sustenance. 

Finally, what this bill would also do 
is allow the United States to use the 
diplomatic tools of travel to discourage 
further Russian-Venezuelan military 
entanglements. It would block travel 
to the United States by anyone who is 
acting or has acted on behalf of the 
Russian Government in direct support 
of the Venezuelan security forces. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Mr. MALINOWSKI. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield an additional 2 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Florida. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, except in rare circumstances, 
this bill would allow for a ban and im-
mediate revocation of visas from any-
one working on behalf of the Russian 
Government to directly bolster the 
Venezuelan security forces. 

Right now, the people of Venezuela 
are enduring an unimaginable on-
slaught of hunger, preventable medical 
dangers, and dire escalating economic 
pain. We cannot stand idly by while 
Putin assists Maduro in carrying out 
this inhumane and barbaric tragedy. 

The Russian-Venezuelan Threat Miti-
gation Act will make it harder for the 
Kremlin to outfit Maduro with weap-
ons of oppression. This bill will also 
allow the United States to monitor and 
minimize the threat that Russia poses 
to the entire region. 

Restoring democracy to Venezuela 
will not happen overnight. No single 
action alone could bring it about. But 
combined with the strong humani-
tarian aid and military export bills my 
colleagues have crafted that have 
passed on the floor tonight, the Rus-
sian-Venezuelan Threat Mitigation Act 
will provide part of the comprehensive 
solution this all-encompassing tragedy 
needs. 

The Venezuelan people, including my 
friends and neighbors back home, des-
perately need this relief. 

Mr. Speaker, I have heard real stories 
of neighbors and friends standing in 
front of me, describing the Maduro re-
gime’s confiscation of their businesses, 
just coming in one day and taking over 
everything. They have wrought devas-

tation across that land. Venezuela was 
once a vibrant, rich, successful democ-
racy that he has driven into the ground 
for his own enrichment. 

We can help bring this to an end 
through bills like the Russian-Ven-
ezuelan Threat Mitigation Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues 
for their support of this critical legisla-
tion. 

Mr. ROONEY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would once 
again like to thank my colleagues for 
the three bipartisan bills on Venezuela 
that have been considered by this 
House today. 

This is one issue where all Members 
of Congress, regardless of party or 
background, should stand together 
with the people of Venezuela and sup-
port interim President Guaido’s efforts 
to bring free and fair elections to the 
country. 

The criminal socialist dictatorship of 
Nicolas Maduro has driven Venezuela 
to ruin. He is clinging to power by re-
pressing the people of Venezuela while 
surrounding himself with foreign forces 
from Cuba and Russia. 

Millions of Venezuelans have fled the 
dangerous and deteriorating cir-
cumstances at home, as Congress-
woman WASSERMAN SCHULTZ men-
tioned about Weston. We also know 
about other places in west Miami 
where the Venezuelans, fortunately, 
are adding value to our economy now. 

They have created burdens and insta-
bility far beyond Venezuela’s border. 
The average Venezuelan has lost 20 
kilos in the last 2 years. These people 
are starving to death under a repres-
sion that hasn’t been seen since 
Ceausescu’s Romania or Stalin’s Rus-
sia. 

Congress should support the adminis-
tration’s efforts to bring democracy 
and prosperity back to Venezuela, and 
these bills demonstrate our support for 
the values of freedom and liberty that 
the Venezuelan people desire and de-
serve. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to 
support H.R. 1477, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. MALINOWSKI. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume for the purpose of closing. 

Mr. Speaker, I would once again like 
to thank Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ for 
authoring this important legislation 
and for her leadership on behalf of the 
Venezuelan people. 

As we all know, Vladimir Putin is 
seeking to expand Russia’s nefarious 
influence in many parts of the world, 
always against democracy, always in 
opposition to the idea that ordinary 
people have the right to stand up for 
human rights and against corruption, 
including in Venezuela. 

This is the struggle of our time. This 
legislation makes it clear that we 
stand united with our allies in Latin 
America and across the world in reject-
ing the Kremlin’s support for the cor-
rupt Maduro regime. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the legislation, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
MALINOWSKI) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1477, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HONORING THE WORK OF TUBER-
CULOSIS SURVIVOR KATE 
O’BRIEN 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the great work of tuber-
culosis survivor Kate O’Brien. 

Kate visited my office in Newark ear-
lier this month, along with the staff 
from the Global Tuberculosis Institute 
of Rutgers University. She shared with 
me her inspiring story about surviving 
TB and the need for global and domes-
tic TB funding. 

Tuberculosis is a curable, airborne 
infection that kills more people world-
wide than any other infectious disease. 
It is the leading killer of people with 
HIV worldwide. 

Tuberculosis is also a problem here 
in the United States. In 2016, the dis-
ease was reported in each of the 50 
States, with more than 9,000 cases re-
ported across the country that year. 

Though it is curable, TB has a huge 
economic impact. In my State of New 
Jersey, TB costs the economy $5.7 mil-
lion a year. 

We have made tremendous progress 
to combat TB here in the United 
States. Because of the work of advo-
cates and survivors like Kate O’Brien, 
we can raise awareness about tuber-
culosis, increase funding for research 
and treatment, and save lives at home 
and abroad. 

f 

HONORING ARMY SPECIALIST 
ROSS MCGINNIS ON NATIONAL 
MEDAL OF HONOR DAY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, today is National Medal 
of Honor Day, when this Nation recalls 
the sacrifice and heroics of all Medal of 
Honor recipients. 

Over 150 years ago, on March 25, 1863, 
the first Medals of Honor were pre-
sented. In 1990, Congress designated 
March 25 as National Medal of Honor 
Day. The Medal of Honor is the highest 
military honor our Nation can bestow. 

In 2016, I was able to recognize one of 
Pennsylvania’s very own Medal of 
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